THE  TRAGEDY OF JKAAfflAr MACDO^ALD
in any constituency for which he (Hardie) had been chosen as
the miners' candidate, a plebiscite should be taken between the
two men and that the one who got the greater support .should
go to the poll. * If the Liberal Association refuses to take
this course/ said Hardie, * working men will then see how
much their professions of friendship are worth. I am not
anxious to go to Parliament, but T am anxious and determined
that the wants and wishes of the working classes shall be made
known and attended to there.3
A year passed, and then there occurred an event which,
although seemingly unimportant at the timt% was destined
to become one of the most momentous and historically signi-
ficant in the political history of this country. Then* was a
by-election in Mid-Lanark. This was a mining constituency,
and a chance was presented, therefore, for the Liberal Party
to justify its democratic professions by choosing a miner as
candidate. There was, besides, a strong feeling in the district
that Keir Hardie should be the candidate, and an influential
requisition was sent to him, urging him to stand. It was the
first time in Scotland that a bona-ficic Labour candidate had
been put forward, .Bardie agreed to stand and put forward
his name to the Mid-Lanark Liberal Association for selection.
It should be remembered that, although, ,1 lardie was a Socialist,
he was not proposing to stand as a Socialist* nor, when his
modest request was refused and he fought the seat inde-
pendently, did he stand as a Socialist. In his letter to the
Liberal Association, he avowed himself a Radical and a
Gladstonian Home Ruler. In his election address, he said :
61 adopt in its entirety the Liberal programme agreed to
at Nottingham, which includes Adult Suffrage, Reform of
Registration Laws, Allotments for Labourers, County
Government, London Municipal Government, Free Educa-
tion, Disestablishment* On questions of genera! politics, I
would vote with the Liberal Party, to which I have all my
life belonged.9
When the Liberals refused his offer and decided to run a
young Welsh lawyer, who ultimately became Lord St. Davids,
Hardie decided to stand as an Independent Labour candidate*
At this time, Ramsay MacDonald was London secretary,
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